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June 10 Board Meeting Open to Members 


The Annual Meeting of the NYCLU Corporation, re- 
.quired by the NYCLU Bylaws, will be held just before 
the regular June Board of Directors meeting, at 12:30 
‘p.m., Tuesday, June 10, at the Roger Smith Hotel, 47 St. 


| and Lexington Ave. 





Members of NYCLU are invited to attend the annual 
meeting, at which there will be a report on the election 
and such other matters as may properly come before it. 


Luncheon. costs $3 (exact cost to us). Reservations 
(whether you wish to eat lunch or not) must be made by 
JUNE 6, to arrange for adequate space. 








Public Advocates Proposed 
By Hofstadter for Risk Cases 


Justice Samuel H. Hofstadter of the New York Supreme 
Court maintained last month that the practice of finding em- 


ployees disloyal or security risks “based on confidential in- | 


formation furnished by anonymous informants unknown not 


alone to the accused but even? 


to the Hearing Board,” is con- 
trary to American _institu- 
tions. 

Writing in the New York 
Law Journal on April 14, 
Judge Hofstadter proposed 
appointment of public advo- 
cates chosen from a panel of 
lawyers with requisite secu- 
rity clearance, who — would 
represent the accused .em- 
ployee, examine all the evi- 
dence and cross-examine the 
anonymous witnesses at pri- 
vate hearings. 

The judge’s article, entitled 
“Confrontation in the Security Sys- 
tem,” was written with Shirley R. 
Levittan. He noted that if, in our 
efforts to protect the nation, “we 
surrender the _ basic ~ individual 
rights which are the very fibre 
and fabric of our being, survival 
will be meaningless; we shall find 
ourselves transformed into the 
enemy we are fighting.” 

Program Threatens Jobs 

Pointing out that three million 
persons are still covered by the 
preventive Federal programs 
against subversion, Judge Hofstad- 


ter stresses that declaring their 


disloyal.or a security risk means 
not only loss of their jobs but 
ruin of reputation and possibly of 
life itself. 

He proposes that where there is 
gecret evidence, it be mandatory 
for the Hearing Board to appoint 
one of these public advocates who 
would have access to the evidence 
but whose “first duty, consistent 
with justice, would run to his 
client, the charged employee. He 
would be the employee’s alter ego 
~for the purposes of confrontation 
and cross-examination; and, with- 
out disclosing the source of se- 
eret information or the identity 
of the informer, could consult his 
client and present his client’s posi- 
tion to the Hearing Board at pri- 
vate hearings.” 

He added that such a system 
“would strike the exacting balance 
rcquisite between the need of se- 
erecy and security on the one hand 
and the right of confrontation and 
independent counsel on the other.” 

The New York judge anticipates 
that the U.S. Supreme Court may 
tule that dismissals based on un- 

(Continued on page 2) 





Disorderly Conduct 
Charge Reversed 


Intervention by the NYCLU has 
resulted in reversal of a disorderly 
conduct conviction and a $2000 set- 
tlement by the city in a civil suit 
brought by a defendant in a police 
brutality case. The case, which in- 
volves a former Fordham Univer- 
sity student, Gerald Lynch, was 
handled on behalf of the NYCLU 
by Emanuel Redfield. 

‘Lynch had been convicted of dis- 
orderly conduct for failure to obey 
a policeman’s order to move from 
a street corner where he was 
standing with several other boys. 
At that time, he was severely 
beaten by the patrolman who had 
ordered the group te leave. The 
beating resulted in an eye wound, 
which required ten stitches, and a 
deep gash on the back of his head. 
Ironically, Lynch, who was inter- 
ested in joining the-poliee force 
and who had passed the necessary 
examination, was. denigd appoint- 
ment because of the. cgnviction. 

After Lynch’s conviction, the 
NYYCLU, through Mr. Redfield, 
entered the case and took an ap- 
peal in which it was argued (1) 
that there was nothing in the rec- 
ord that showed a’ breach of the 
peace would have resulted because 
of his failure to move on; and (2) 
that to sustain the conviction 
would be a denial of a citizen’s 
right to be on a public street if 
there was no evidence that a 
breach of the peace was involved. 
The Appellate Part of Special Ses- 
sions reversed the conviction 
against Lynch and dismissed the 
complaint against him. 

After this action, Lynch’s* civil 


resulting from the beating, came 
to trial and he was awarded $2000. 

NYCLU executive director 
George E. Rundquist, commented: 
“We were particularly concerned 
with this case because the officer 
involved was transferred from a 
Harlem beat after assaults upon 
two Negroes and was involved in 
other brutality cases. 

“At the same time, I should like 
to say that we are also gratified 
that the number of brutality ‘cases 
in the city has shown a marked de- 





crease in recent years.” 


suit against the city, for damages: 


Bill on Risks 
‘Is Vetoed 


| An amendment to the State 


| Security Risk Law—passed to 


|hurriedly through the State 
| Legislature in its final days 
‘that interested groups did 
‘not even know of its existence 
| —was roundly condemned last 
/month by NYCLU. The 
amendment later was vetoed 
by the Governor. 

The amendment would have 
extended coverage of the Se- 
‘eurity Risk Law to non-sensi- 
tive positions and added as a 
basis for discharge the refusal 
of an individual to state 
|whether in the past he had 
been a member of any subver- 
‘sive group or organization. 
(The law is now limited to 
present membership). 


In a letter calling for a prompt 
veto of the amendment, NYCLU 
executive director George E. Rund- 
quist denounced the bill as a 
“complete contradiction” of recom- 
mendations ‘made last year by the 
Governor’s Committee on Public 
Employee Security Procedures. 


“Extension of the present Secu- 
rity Risk Law would be offensive 
enough without the addition of the 
proposed amendment,” Rundquist 
stated. “Enactment of this bill 
into law would reverse the prog- 
ress made by the courts and the 
Civil Service Commission in limit- 
ing the Security Risk. Law to sensi- 
tive jobs.” 

The  Governor’s Committee, 
headed by Whitelaw Reid, and a 
special committee of The Associa- 
tion of the Bar of the City of New 
York have both issued reports 
pointing out that security and ef- 
ficiency would best be served by 
limiting the number of positions 
to be covered by a security pro- 
gram. 

“The Legislature’s bill,” Mr. 
Rundquist noted, ‘tis diametrically 
opposed to thégrecanitmendations of 
these committpes, which reasoned 
that it is both:futile and danger- 
ous to attempt to.eover all posi- 
tions in a segyrity program.” 


INYCLU Wins Case 
On Housing Eviction 


The New York Civil Liberties Union last month success- 
fully. challenged an attempt by the City Housing Authority 
to evict a family from a Queens public housing project on the 
ground that an adult son of the family was a narcotics addict. 


*NYCLU counsel Emanuel 
NYCLU Supports sii Supreme court, wee 
Dinner in Park 


\State Supreme Court, where 
Justice Gavagan ruled that 
|the CHA eviction order was 

The NYCLU board has voted to 
represent the Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell in ap- 


not justified. 
propriate further legal action, in 


A week later, managers of ths 

|86 Housing Authority projects in 
connection with the, refusal. of the 
Tavern on the Green to serve a 


the city received notices that “no 
dinner to the group last month. 





|new actions to terminate tenancy 
| because of non-desirability ‘are’ ‘te 
| be initiated.” The Authority also 
‘ordered that all eviction trials ia 


The Tavern on the Green is a eee 
“ Municipal Court and final eviction 


restaurant operated on city-owned 
property in Central Park. Parks 
Commissioner Robert Moses had 
stated that the meeting there 
would be “in effect, an attack on 
our courts and system of justice 
and will be offensive to many citi- 
zens.” 


The Committee affair was to ap- | 


peal for clemency for Sobell, who 
was convicted with Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg as an atom spy 
and is serving a 30-year term in 
the federal penitentiary in Atlanta, 
Ga. 

“It is unfortunate that some 
groups and individuals assume the 
right to suppress the expression of 
any opinion with which they do not 
agree,” NYCLU executive direc- 
tor George E. Rundquist said at 
the time. “In this case, they have 
apparently decided that the Sobell 
Committee should not be entitled 
to the constitutional liberties of 


orders were to be set aside for at 
least one month. Further action 
on the CHA eviction policy was- 
| postponed until the new salaried 
| three-man Housing Authority took 
| office May 1. 


Robbins Named to Authority 


As we went to press, no state= 
| ment on the situation had been is- 
|sued by the new Authority, 
Ira S. Robbins, formerly ‘executive 
| vice president of the Citizens’ 
| Housing and Planning Council and 
'an outspoken critic of the eviction 
| policy of CHA, is one of the threa 
men heading the reorganized Au- 
thority. Former Deputy “Mayor 
| William Reid has been named 
|chairman of CHA, and the third 
| member is Francis V. Madigan. 
pexasos J. Carey, who had been as- 
sistant to the chairman in the old 
| Authority, was named acting gen- 
|eral manager. 


The case decided by Justice Gav- 


freedom of assembly and speech, | 
which they claim for themselves, | agan was the first in which a proj- 





lest it ‘subvert’ the community. 

“Certainly a meeting purely for 
the purpose of discussion and 
peaceful protest should never be 
Viewed as a subversive activity. 
If any subversion exists in New 
York City, .we have proper agen- 
cies for dealing with it without 
the help of misguided amateurs. 

“We trust that proper city au- 
thorities - will aeknowledge their 
responsibility. to support the right 
of this group to meet without in- 
terference.” 

NYCLU ‘filed an amicus curiae 
brief in behalf of the Committee 
when. the case moved to Manhat- 
tan Supreme Court, seeking an or- 
der directing the restaurant to 
honor the reservation. NYCLU 
counsel Nanette Dembitz . repre- 
sented the Union at the court 
hearing, stating that “The Tavern 
on the Green and other city-owned 
property cannot be restricted to 


those whose ideas appeal to Mr. | 


Moses.” 

Justice Aron Steuer ruled 
against the Committee, holding 
that the issue was one of com- 
pliance with a contract and not of 


(Continued on page 3) 
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three years each. 


must be received by June 6. 








Mark Your Ballot—See Page 3 


If you are a member of ACLU and live in New York 
City, Nassau, Suffolk or Westchester counties, you are also 
a member of NYCLU and are entitled to vote for Directors 
of the NYCLU Board of Directors. The by-laws provide for 
a Board of 30 members, one-third of whom shall be elected 
each year. The current elections will be to fill 10 terms of 


In the March issue, the Nominating Committeée’s slate 
was printed, together with a notice that additional nomina- 
tions could be made by petition of 15 or more members of 
NYCLU in good standing submitted by April 15. No nomi- 
nations by petition were received. The slate proposed by 
the Nominating Committee is printed on page 3. 

Please mark the ballot on page 3 and return to 
NYCLU, 170 Fifth Avenue, 


New York 10. Your ballot 








|ect tenant had been permitted te 
|argue his case in court. Magis- 
|trates in Municipal Term Courts 
|had held that they were net ‘em- 
| powered to‘exantine administrative 
} reviews by an administrative agen- 
| cy: Last year, more than 275 fami- 
| lies were evicted as “undesirables” 
| without being allowed to ‘read 
. charges against them or appear ‘at 
CHA “hearings” which ordered 
their evictions. 


The NYCLU challenged the CHA 
eviction of the family of Joha 
Sanders from Astoria Houses in a 
Section 78 Supreme Court proceed- 
ing, first of its kind in a publie 
housing eviction case. Sanders, his 
wife, and two small children had 
been ordered out of their apart- 
ment because John, Jr., 25, who 
lives in the Bronx, away from the 
family, is a narcotics addict. 


No Proof of Undesirability 


Judge Gavagan, noting that 
CHA knew of John’s addiction 
[since 1953, said “the dearth of 
any proof except that he was aa 
addict must be interpreted to mean 
that no other facts exist pertain- 
ing to the non-desirability of the 
petitioning tenants. 


“To evict tenants from a publie 
housing project on the sole ground 
that their adult son is a drug ad- 
dict exceeds any reasonable re- 
quirement for the peaceful oc- 
cupancy of the project and for 
the preservation of property... 


“Mindful of the malignant, per- 
vasive and corrupting evils of the 
traffic in narcotics, and aware of 
the worthy desire of the authority 
to avoid those evils, I can, how- 
ever, find no justification for the 
determination to evict the tenants 
in this proceeding. The conclusion 
reached by the authority is, upom 
the papers submitted, unsupported 
in fact and unreasonable.” 

The New York Post termed the 
decision “the turning point in this 
battle # temper bureaucracy with 
compassion.” 

After the CHA reversed-its evic~ 

(Contiened on page -8) 
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NYCLU Financial Report With the Affiliates , A Special Appeal * 
eee eens 8) Oe, the NCL) AL OF Oregon, eEDRCTCA | wr scnactee ss cer 


received a total of $23,106.91 in income and spent $26,671.40. mer Special Faniy Aamian 


. . . | | 
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as is done with your regulz 
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By JUDAH BIERMAN membership dues. 


7 a ivy eg | f ji i 
In the past, NYCLU received a fixed monthly allotment Chairman, ACLU of Oregon || . We hope you will read th 
Summer Appeal message caré 


from ACLU based on 12 months anticipated income. Start- | i inital eaten tq see ;, Sully—it. will incledie Maa 

3 i iin F : . , ; state y 70V- | e i] fully—it will include significai 

ing with the 1957 1958 fiscal year, however, ACLU agreed ernor of Oregon—that opposition Sa oer court cases in which ACLU nz 

to pay NYCLU 32% of joint income as it is received.|to giving textbooks to parochial = a tionally and NYCLU in our ow 

Itemized expenses for 1957 follow: ‘ | school students is motivated by re- || area are participating. Plea: 

ae g 1522.81 | ligious prejudice and bigotry— 4 ||| make your response as generou 
pases Sy ee : BS 9924. summarizes the problem faced by i || -as possible. 
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: state’s textbook legislation : 
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~ | The use of public funds in support ye 
Postage Fe Oe: 151.65 | of religious establishment and | Fifth Amendment of the U.S. C 


ES Sig g's 6 gee bw 0 0:0 0-0 404.00 | the even more significant question ’ | stitution. He claims that the 
Travel : ___| of the preservation of secular edu- | Ports on this subject by a co 
eer ee a aie id cation free from religious influ- JUDAH BIERMAN — of the Association of 
Office Supplies, Expenses ..........ceeeeeees 726.63 | ences do not hold their own in pub- , Bar of the City of New York ¢ 
lye, as as so well, but not without textbooks. | by the Commission on Governm 
I 169.34 | lic discussions, : 
nsurance .... So ee ee ee sotel eae n 6 te 1600 To the answer that these are, | Security, although excellent 
Professional Fees (Audit) .......c.seecseees 300.00 | irst Law Passed in Iv4l _|after all, secular textbooks, we | some respects, do not deal succe 
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receive Civil Liberties each month; the Union’s authoritative An- 
nual Report on U.S. liberties; and, on request, single copies of 
some 25 ACLU pamphlets. 

By joining ACLU, New Yorkers automatically become members 
of the New York Civil Liberties Union, which receives one-third 
of the ACLU’s Greater New York income. 
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Penner, Jahoda Leave 


Two members of the NYC 
board of directors have resign 
recently because of moves—one 
|New England, the other to O 
England. , 


EILEEN MARTINSON LAVINE NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION Dr.“Albert J. Penner is leavi 
his post as pastor of Broadw 


Editor 170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Pl 7 NEW MEMBER of the ACLU. Here i Congregational Church, which 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ee ee ee pretcinaiaana . Here 1s has held since 1949, to beeo 
. F my $.......++..++ membership contribution. president and minister of the Ma 
Charles A. Siepmann, Chairman sachusetts Congregational Confd 
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Victor S. Gettner, Vice-Chairman Robert M. Stein, Treasurer whose devotion to civil liberties is not qualified by adherence to Communist, ence; the oldest and largest Co 
gregational Christian fellows 


Counsel: Nanette Dembitz, Emanuel Redfield, Stephen C. Viadeck ey. Seay a RE ANG Seen nsisting of 600 churches with 
7 consis a. ) b 5 =. 
Sheldon Ackley, George Backer, Charles Ballon, Mrs. Helen NAME total membership of 200,000. 
L. Buttenwieser, John A. Davis, John Henry Faulk, Osmond K. Bs (eran aah a eee Peer. ee Dr. Marie Jahoda, former p 
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James M. Hutchinson, John Paul Jones, Florence M. Kelley, Mrs. University, has left that post—a 
Joseph P. Lash, Loula D, Lasker, Robert B. McKay, Joseph Monserrat, Ue i ee eae or iva this ie ae yee 
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shold eRe ort : 3 PRachty ; Paty iF i 
Newbold Morris, Albert J. Penner, Carl Rachlin, Robert C, Weaver, | DCCUPATION ... ber of Parliament. She is now 1 


Jack B. Weinstein, Gihiees dike eae ing in London. 


170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. Telephone, ORegon 5-5990. 
Subscription by membership in the American Civil Liberties Union 
at $5, $10, $25 and up. 

GEORGE E. RUNDQUIST JOSEPHINE SCHEIBER 
Executive Director Administrative Secretary 
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Civil Liberties in the News 


C. O. Wins Appeal on Insurance License 




















The State Insurance Department has been ordered by the State 
Court of Appeals to hold a hearing for a man to whom the 
Department had denied an insurance broker’s license because of 
his conviction as a conscientious objector. The NYCLU, through 
Counsel Stephen C. Vladeck, had filed an amicus curiae brief in 
behalf of the man, Henry J. Koster, before the Appellate Division, 
claiming that refusal to give him a hearing denied Koster the 
constitutional protection of due process of law under the 14th 
Amendment. At that time, NYCLU was advised that Koster did 
not intend to proceed further with the case, but later he did 
appeal. The Court of Appeals referred the matter back to the 
Insurance Department to hold a hearing to determine whether or 
not Koster’s conduct as a conscientious objector was such that the 
Department could properly hold him to be untrustworthy. 


Court Upholds Allen on Teacher ‘Informers’ 





The policy of State Education Commissioner James E. Allen, Jr., 
which opposed requiring teachers to inform on colleagues they 

had known as Communists, has been upheld by the Appellate | 
Division of the State Supreme Court. Ruling against the New 
York City Board of Education, the court made its decision in a 
unanimous vote. At the same time, the Appellate Division upheld | 
a State Supreme Court ruling in favor of Associate Prof. Charles 
W. Hughes of Hunter College, who had been dismissed in 1954 
on the ground that he had been a Communist between 1938 and 
1941. The Court had ruled that Dr. Hughes %could not be dis- 


| by civilized 


‘Electronic Snooping 





Bugs in the Dream of Privacy 


( 
| By JOSEP 


[“The makers of our Constitu-| 
|tion] sought to protect Americans 
jin their. beliefs, their thoughts, | 
their emotions and their scnsations. | 
They conferred, as against the | 


| government, the right to be alone 


— the most comprehensive of 
rights and the right most valued 
men.” 

— Justice Louis D. Brandeis. | 


In March, 1876 — eighty-two 
years ago this month — Alexander | 
Graham Bell delivered the first | 
complete sentence ever received by | 
telephone. It was carried by a wire 
strung from his laboratory to his 
bedroom, where his assistant was | 


| waiting. 


“Mr. Watson,” he said clearly | 


and distinctly, “come here; I want 


you.” 


It was an historic date. Ever | 


| since, the phone has been sum- | 


moning us, and there’s nothing we | 
can do about it. If you don’t be- | 
lieve it, call the business office of | 


H BARRY 


smaller than a man’s hand, that 
can radio a conversation to re- 
ceivers a quarter-mile away; 
they'll soon be small enough to 
hide in the hollowed heel of an 
unsuspecting soul. 


be 


up 


Microphones that can 
placed against a wall to pick 
any talk in an adjoining room, 

@ All kinds of recording devices 
that will eventually be standard 
equipment for the legitimately or 
illegitimately curious, 

Our good governor has just ve- 
toed a bill outlawing the use of 


|such instruments by the police and 
voted to} 


a grand jury has just 
take no action against the Transit 
Authority for “bugging” the offi- 
ces of the motormen’s union. But 
you and I, dear neighbors, are our 


own worst menaces when it comes | 
to bugging the American dream | 


of privacy. 


% a: 


A man named 


Kinsey comes | 





Queens News | 





| 

| The annual meeting of the 
| Queens Chapter was held May 1 
at First Unitarian Church of 
| Flushing. Robert B. McKay, pro- 
| fessor of constitutional law at 
NYU Law School and NYCLU 
| board member, spoke on “The Su- 
|preme Court and Civil Liberties: 
|A New Look.” 


| Surveying the work of the Court 
and its place in the American sys- 
tem, Professor McKay stated that 
the Jenner-Butler proposals now 
before the Congress: are unneces- 
| Sary and probably unconstitutional, 

George E. Rundquist, NYCLU 
executive director, gave a com- 
prehensive. summary of the legis- 
lative work and current problems 
handled by the NYCLU. 

Six members were elected to the 
General Committee, the governing 
board of the Chapter: 

Bert Cowlan, Forest Hills, pro- 
gram manager of Radio Station 
| WBAI, active in American Federa- 
| tion of TV and Radio Artists. 
Rev. Grady G. Crumpley, Flush- 


missed because he had broken ties with the Communist party | your exchange and ask for a gad- | along and we tell him about our 


“in good faith” long before his discharge or the enactment of 
present anti-subversive laws. 


Suffolk D. A. Bars Wiretap Orders 


The Republican District Attorney of Suffolk County has been re- 
fusing all requests by members of his staff to obtain State Supreme 
Court orders authorizing wiretaps, ever since the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision Dec. 9 ruling that wiretap evidence was not ad- 
missible in federal trials. Suffolk D.A. John P. Cohalan said he 
understood the decision to mean that wiretap evidence in general 
is worthless in court. Newspaper reports indicate that Democrats 
have been trying to find evidence of corruption among Republican 
Officials in Suffolk County. He is believed to be the only D.A., in 
the state who has banned wiretaps, even with court orders. 


Mike Wallace Starts TV Series on ‘Freedom’ 


“Survival and Freedom” is the theme of a 13-week television 
interview series, being conducted by Mike Wallace on Sundays at 
10 p.m. through July 20. The series is produced by Newsmaker 
Productions, in association with the Fund for the Republic. It 
is examining the relationships between individual freedom and mod- 
ern corporations, the citizen and unions and the citizen and re- 
quirements of national defense, as well as the effects of mass 
media on freedom, the role of political parties and pressure groups 
and the role of religious institutions in a democratic society. 
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1958 ELECTION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
THE NYCLU BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Please mark the ballot below to fill the ten terms of three 1 
years each on the Board of Directors of the New York Civil ]) 
Liberties Union. Mail your ballot to NYCLU Election, 170 I 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. Your ballot must be 4 
received by June 6. 1| 
VOTE FOR 10 1 
SHELDON ACKLEY—Leader, Long Island Ethical | 
Culture Society 
MAXWELL DANE—Partner, Doyle Dane Bernbach 
(advertising) 
NANETTE DEMBITZ—Attorney, NYCLU counsel 
FLORENCE M. KELLEY—Attorney-in-charge, Crim- 
inal Branch, Legal Aid Society 
ROBERT B. MCKAY—Professor of Constitutional 
Law, New York University Law School 
JOSEPH MONSERRAT—Director, New York Office, 
Migration Division, Dept. of Labor, Commonwealth | 
of Puerto Rico ] 
NEWBOLD MORRIS—Attorney; Chairman, Board of l 
Directors, New York City Center of Music and Drama 
CARL RACHLIN—Attorney; Counsel, Workers De- 1| 
fense League 1 
ROBERT M. STEIN—Vice president, Stein, Hall & |) 
Co. (export-import), NYCLU treasurer 1 
STEPHEN C. VLADECK—Attorney, NYCLU counsel || 
Please sign ballot and mail to: 
NYCLU Election, 170 Fifth Ave., New York 10 
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(Your signature, required for validating membership, is seen only by the teller) 
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get that will allow you to silence 
your phone whenever you don’t 
want to be disturbed. 

x 


If you have only one phone, you 
can’t get it. If you have two or 
more, you can silence all but one. 


* 


outlets, inlets, perversions and 
abortions, 
our inactivity. which is the bulk 
of our lives. Ours is such a will- 
ingness, such a shoving eagerness, 
to reply to these polls that their 


results are dubious records of 





about everything but | 


ing, pastor of Macedonia African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mrs. Sadie Baris Turak, Jackson 
Heights, attorney, past president 
of Queens County Women’s Bar 
Association. 
| Dr. 


Eleanor Sickels, Flushing, 


One of them has to have a bell| Wishful boasting. People prefer | incumbent, associate professor of 
working permanently. That’s the | being noticed for vices they have} English, Queens College, former 


rule of the phone company, ap- 
proved by the tommunications 
commission. You have to have an 
ear permanently available to any- 
one who rings you. Why? In case 
there’s another Johnstown flood. 
A second official 
Phone service is not only for the 
receiver, but for the speaker. 
Let’s say you take the receiver 
off the hook. Your phone “times 
out,” central is alerted and sends 
a signal piping loud over your 
phone so you’ll hang up properly 
and be available again. Ignore the 
signal and eventually someone will 
come to your house to restore you 
to the community—for your own 
sake, of course. By the way, you 
don’t own the phone; you rent it. 
Let’s say you let the phone ring. 
Rather, you try to let it ring, for 
there is nothing more compulsive 
than the ring of an unanswered 
phone. As the phone company says, 
“If you don’t answer, you'll wor- 


ry about the call for days. So you | 


might as well pick up the receiver 
and say hello.” 


i % 


* 
Truth is most people want to be 
disturbed. The idea of isolation 


from the world terrifies them. To | 


be all alone by a mute telephone 
means the bluest of moods. Only 
the eccentric individual, ie. one 
who is off center to the right or 
left, even raises the question of 
silence with the phone company. 

The invasion of our privacy is 
by invitation. We are willing flies 
trapped in a network of commu- 
nications, as Clifton Fadiman sug- 
gested several years back. How 
else do you explain the vanishing 
wall between ourselves and our 


| neighbors, the new wall of glass 


exposing privacy to publicity? 
You, my dear neighbor, and I 

your dear neighbor, are playing 

Big Brother to each other. The reai 


|invader of our solitude is not the 


phone company, not the F.B.IL, 
not the secret police of 1984, but 
ourselves. We invite by our atti- 
tude of eager self-exposure those 
diabolic instruments thus far pre- 
sumably used only in the hot pur- 
suit of public enemies: . 

@ Parabolic microphones that 
can be aimed with a_ telescopic 
gun sight so as to overhear a con- 
versation 300 yards away. 

@ Induction coils so designed 
they can tap a telephone without 
contacting the wires themselves. 

® Battery-operated transmitters, 


committed to being 
another face in the 


|mever even 
| passed by as 
| crowd. 
| Regulations require us in most 
| places to keep our fences or hedg- 
es low, so that our houses are 
|a fire breaks out or a _ burglar 
| breaks in. But the clinching evi- 
|dence for the increasing publicity 
lof our private lives is the rank 
| growth of credit bureaus. Big 
| Brother and Little Man, they’re 
|the straw that will break us. 
* ok oR 
For a fee that runs from a few 
| dollars to a few thousands, de- 
| pending on how much you want to 
|know, you can get a run-down 
on anybody — prospective partner, 
borrower or son-in-law. You can 
get the dope on his salary, bank 
account, regularity of payments on 
his car, house, furniture, 
his debts, drinking habits, college 
) grades, police fines, relations with 
| his wife, children and friends, the 
state of his health, how often he 
has moved from where to where, 
and just about anything else. 


It’s part of the decline of the 
genteel tradition, when we were 
ladies and gentlemen and western- 
ers minding our own business, be- 
cause we expected the neighbors to 
mind theirs. It’s the decline and 
fall of practically everybody. 


But here and there in the ex- 
panding desert of wide-open neigh- 
borliness, you still find oases of 
privacy. Down in Texas, for in- 
stance, we met an elderly lady 
who had put a high fence around 
her garden, “Not,” she said, “be- 
cause I’m misbehaving. But I 
don’t want the neighbors to even 
know how good I am.” 


(c) 1958, New York Herald Tribune Inc. 
Reprinted with permission, 


Sobell... 


(Continued from page 1) 


etc,, | 


| member of NYCLU Board and for- 
/mer chairman of Queens Chapter. 


Dr. Dwight Durling, Bayside, in- 
;cumbent, professor of English, 
Queens College, members of State 
|board of directors of ADA, vice 


explanation: | conspicuous at all times. In case | president of American Association 


jof University Professors. 


Dr. Max Bogart, Elmhurst, in- 
cumbent, associate professor of 
English, NYU, former assistant 
dean of students, NYU, vice chair- 
man of Queens Chapter. 

James M. Hutchinson, chairman 

147-54 Ash Ave., Flushing 55 

FLushing 3-3860 


CHA Evictions... 


(Continued from page 1) 





tion policy, Mr. Redfield expressed | 
i|hope that the new CHA would 
|“formulate a clear policy with re- 
| spect to determining who is ineli- 
| gible as a tenant on the grounds of 
| undesirability.” 

He added that such a formula 
bee respect the private lives of 
|the tenants without attempting to 
control them in relation to mat- 
|ters having nothing to do with 
| Preservation of property, and 
| would protect the rights of tenants 
Powe with undesirability by af- 
fording them the opportunity to be 
| present at a hearing by a qualified 
| board and to present their version 
lof the facts. 


| Earlier, before the Sanders case 
| had been adjudicated, NYCLU held | 
|a public meeting in conjunction | 
| with United Neighborhood Houses 
jand Citizens’ Housing: and Pla. 
|ning Council, io protest the CHA} 
| eviction policies. The groups urged} 
| that an advisory committee of dis-| 
|tinguished social work experts be} 
|named to evaluate records of fam- 
lilies threatened with eviction. 
NYCLU executive director 
| George E. Rundquist stressed the 
|importance of due process in evic- 


civil liberties, adding that the | tion proceedings, stating that no- 
proper relief was in a lawsuit for | tice should be given and the right 
damages, | to a-hearing granted. 

After a second dinner location| “More appropriate standards 
also fell through, the Committee | should be.established,” Mr, Rund- 
finally did hold a meeting, with no | quist added, “to weigh the risk to 
|admission fee, at the Community| the project as against the effect 
| Church which stated that it made | eviction would have on the family. 
its facilities available because of |The entire family should- not be 
its position on freedom of assembly | made to suffer for the acts of one 
and speech, | child.” 
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The cause of civil liberties did not 
Session of the State Legislature. 


fare well in the 1958 


dations to members of the Legislature and to the Governor | 
on 36 bills which were introduced. Of the 14 bills which 
NYCLU favored, only four were enacted into law. Of the 22 
bills opposed by NYCLU, 11 failed to pass in one or both 
houses of the Legislature and four were vetoed by Governor 


Harriman. 
~ 


| 


In addition to letters and memoranda, NYCLU had a | 
registered lobby agent in Albany this year for the first time. 
Executive Director George E. Rundquist made two trips to 
Albany, where he was able to meet the Legislators and ad- 
ministrative officials on matters of interest to NYCLU. 


The charts on this page indicate what happened to bills | 
converning civil liberties. They are divided into those fa- | 
vored and those opposed by the NYCLU. The three columns 
tell whether the bill was killed in committee or by the Legis- 
lature, whether it was passed and if passed, whether it was | 
signed or vetoed by the Governor. Special notes, keyed on | 


the chart, ave. printed in column five. 


Favored by NYCLU 


Eavesdropping 

Three bills introduced to require law ens 
forcement officials to secure court order to 
eavesdrop although no order needed for 
rst 24 hours if in hot pursuit of a suspect. 
hird bill would prohibit introducing il- 
legally obtained eavesdropping evidence in 
criminal trials. (1) (See notes, column 5) 


Due Process 
To reguire appointment of special guardian 
for persons committed to Matteawan State 
Hospital. 


To liberalize the standards for release from 
Matteawan State Hospital from that of san- 
ity to that of danger to public peace or 
safety. 


To amend the Security Risk Law to provide 
that a hearing must be given to a person 
before he is determined ineligible for state 
employment in a sensitive position. 


To provide that a hearing be given to 
parolees and probationers before they can 
be recommitted or returned to jail for a 
breach of parole or probation. 


Various bills to provide that public hearings 
be held in regard to changes in bus service, 
condemnation proceedings, sanitary regula- 
tions and by each house of the Legislature 
when important bills are introduced. 


To provide that witnesses at trials and ad- 
ministrative hearings have the right to 
counsel. 


Miscellaneous 
To -provide funds for educational television. 
To extend the confidential privilege of at- 
torney-client communications to administra- 
tive proceedings. (Under the old law, such 
communications were privileged in court- 
room trials only. The legislation was pro- 
posed to correct the situation which oc- 
curred in the Lanza hearing.) 


To prohibit discrimination in private housing. 
Amnesty for first offenders: To allow persons 
awho are convicted of certain felonies and 
 misdemeano’’s to have a “clean record” after 
a period of 5 years from their conviction, 
and so long as no other criminal offenses 
are committed by that person. 


To prohibit the use in any court of evidence 
obtained by unlawful search and seizure. 


Killed Passed Gov. 


Com, 


Com, 








This special Legislative Balance-Sheet on. Civil Liberties has 


been prepared for “Civil Liberties in New 


York” by Janet Aan 


am . P : || Johnson, graduate of New York University Law School and assist- 
The NYCLU submitted its comments and recommen- || ant to counsel of NYCLU. 








Opposed by NYCLU 


Loyalty-Security 
Extension of present Security Risk Law for 
another year. 
To amend the Security Risk Law to cover 
all state employment rather than limiting 
to security positions. (See story page 1.) 
To make membership in a subversive organ- 
ization prima facie evidence of disqualifica- 
tion for Civil Service employment, 
To exempt subversives from residence in 
public housing, requiring loyalty oath from 


Yall tenants. 


To exempt subversives from home relief 
benefits. 
To allow any employer to discharge an em- 


ployee for invoking the Fifth Amendment. 


Censorship 
To make it a crime to publish material cal- 
culated to incite prurient interests. (2) 
To make it a crime to pose for pictures 
which appear in obscene publications. (2) 
To make it a crime to advertise that a book 
or movie is being or has been challenged in 
the courts on the ground that it ob- 
scene. (2) 
To prohibit advertising scenes or excerpts 
from movies which have been withdrawn 
under pressure of denial of a license by 
the Education Department. (2) 
To require that movies be classified and 
advertised as suitable for adults, children 
or general patronage. (2) 
To deny a license to exhibit movies which 
disparage against one’s nationality or color. 
Opposed for vagueness and difficulty of 
interpretation, 


1S 


Crimes 
To allow peace officers to make arrests with- 
out a warrant where they reasonably be- 
lieve a felony has been committed but was 
not, and to make it justifiable homicide if 
the police kill a person in the process of 
apprehending him for what they believe is 
a felony but is not. 
To make an assault on a member of the 
police force a felony. 
To require convicted felons to register with 
the state police in the county of their resi- 
dence, and register changes of address. 
To prohibit business activities on certain 
holidays, to apply by local option. Oppose 
for vagueness, 


Minors 


To make parole jumping a misdemeanor. (3) 
Bills which would expel insubordinate and 
disorderly pupils from the public schools. 
To hold parents financially liable for the 
acts of their children. 


Miscellaneous 


Providing that an interdenominational ver- 
sion of the Ten Commandments be posted in 
all public schools. 

To allow preliminary injunctions in actions 
to restrain the unlawful practice of law and 
to relieve the seeker of the injunction from 
all responsibility and liability for his acts 
regardless of the outcome. 

Bills to provide a public defender system in 


; New York City. Opposed because erossly 


inadequate. 


Killed Passed Gov. 


r S 
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(1) The two signed bills are 
| amended versions of what the Leg- 
| islature passed earlier in the Ses- 
|sion, but which Governor Harri- 
|man vetoed because he feared such 
laws would hamper effective law 
enforcement. The original. bills 
called for a court order to be is- 
sued in every instance where law 
officials sought to employ mechani- 
cal eavesdropping devices. 


Although NYCLU takes a posi- 
tion opposing all forms of wire- 
tapping and eavesdropping, it sup- 
ported this legislatien sponsored 
iby the Joint Legislative Commit- 
|tee on Privacy of Communica. 
j tions as a step in the right diree- 
| tion. It is particularly unfortunate 
| that the Governor vetoed the third 
|of these bills relating te the ad- 
|mission of evidence in criminal 
trials. The evidence bill was the 
“teeth” of the tri-part proposal for 
the simple reason that if the law 
officials wished to make use of 
the evidence obtained, they would 
| be compelled to secure the required 
court order. As long as the crimi- 
nal courts will accept evidence il- 
legally obtained, there every 
reason to believe the law requiring 
timely court order will be ignored. 

(2) We list five different bills 
| which attempt to place added re- 
strictions on the sale, distribution 
and advertising of books, maga- 
zines and movies. New York’s ob- 
scenity laws have been challenged 
in the courts by NYCLU because 
of unconstitutionally vague stand- 
ards. These bills in no way clarify 
the terms but only add to the num- 
ber of offenses one can commit in 
dealing with so-called ebscene ma- 
terial. 

(3) NYCLU approves the. basic 
theory of this bill as an encourage- 
ment to liberalize the use of pa- 
rele. Under the bail-bonding sys- 
tem, only those who can afford it 
are able to secure release pending 
trial of the charge against them, 
However, this bill included the 
charges of youthful offender and 
wayward minor as part of the 
parole jumping misdemeanor. In- 
asmuch as the purpose of these 
youth programs is specifically to 
avoid a criminal classification, we 
opposed the law because it did not 
distinguish parole pending a crimi- 
nal charge and parole under these 
youth programs. 

* % * 


Another bill of interest to 
NYCLU, but not listed in the chart 
here, was to. provide funds for 
driver training in public and_pri- 
vate high schools, the funds to be 
collected from fines paid by traf- 
fic violators. The bill was passed 
by both houses of the Legislature 
and vetoed by Governor Harri- 
man. Our concern was a possible 
violation of the church-state doc- 
trine in that public funds would 
be made available to religious in- 
stitutions. Pro and con memoranda 
were submitted to NYCLU, but a 
position was nvt finally resolved. 
It is likely that this legislation will 
be introduced again next year. 
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The bill was not reported out of the Legis- 
lative Committee to which it was initially 
referred. 


KEY: Killed (Com.)— 


4 
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(Leg.) << The Senate and/or Assembly failed to act 


on the bill or voted against it. 
Passed (P) — Passed in both house of the Legislature. 
, (a) — 
Goversor (Ss) — 


(VY) — 


Passed in the Assembly only. 


Bill was signed by the Governor, 





Bill wae vetoed by the Governor, 4a: 





